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Alma Long Critchell

Born to be president

It seems Alma Critchell was born to be a 
leader. She and her brother, Rollo, came to live on a 
family farm in Bay Shore with their parents, George 
and Emily Long, in 1882, when she was 11 years old. 

According to Alma’s obituary, she taught school 
for a time in Emmet and Charlevoix counties. (It 
was also discovered, she was married on Aug. 24, 
1982, to a Mr. William Bowen of Ann Arbor, but it 
couldn’t be found whether this first marriage ended 
in death or divorce — nor how long it lasted.)

On Nov. 22, 1898, Alma married William G. Critch-
ell, a rural mail carrier in Petoskey. They made their 
home together at 909 Michigan St. Since William 
was a member of the International Order of Odd 
Fellows, it was only natural that Alma took an in-
terest in joining the Rebekahs, a female branch of 
the IOOF. She did so in January of 1902 and was 
voted treasurer of the group in December of that 
year. This began her lifelong climb up the ladder 
in the Order, a climb to the very top. 

While other suffragists of Petoskey were 
involved in many clubs and activities that 
promoted the right to vote for women, 
Alma chose to center her focus on the work 
of the Rebekah Lodge. In 1905, just four years 
after joining, Alma was elected Noble Grand. 
She was then re-elected to this high office for 
the second year. 

\In 1906 and 1907, she represented the Emmet 
County lodge in Ludington. That same year, 
Alma was an honored guest at an event only 
for Rebekahs who had not missed any meet-
ings in the past six months. 

In 1910, Alma gave birth to her son, Perry 
Long Critchell. (Perry became a police officer, 
a sergeant with the Michigan State Police. He 
was killed in a car accident while on duty, 
March 20, 1954, at the age of 43.) She took a 
brief break to care for her new baby, but she 
was soon back at it. In December of 1912, she 
eased back into the fold by entertaining a club 
of all Past Noble Grands at her home. 

In 1913, 1914, and 1915, Alma was installed as 
the financial secretary of the Rebekahs. In the 
fall of 1914, she and other Rebekahs attended 
a model session at the state assembly in Flint. 
When she returned, she gave a presentation of 
this session at the Odd Fellows annual banquet. 

It was through her saturation in the Rebekah 
Lodge that Alma got involved in the Petoskey 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. On Jan. 8, 1915, 
she was made secretary of the federation and 
named to the press committee and the board  
of directors. 

By this time, Alma had gained more than 
ten years of experience in holding office. 
She was often a chosen delegate for other 
meetings, whether they were in Charlev-
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oix or in Bay City. Word must have got-
ten out about her expertise, for in 1916, 
she was elected first vice president of the 
Assembly Study Club. 

On Jan. 11, 1916, Alma, as secretary of 
the Petoskey FWC reported on the club’s 
doings for the year: “One whole month of 
work was done by the local option com-
mittee previous to the county election. 
Mass meetings were held, literature dis-
tributed and prayer meetings were held ev-
ery day in each ward. Also a presentation 
of the film ‘John Barleycorn’ was shown to 
three packed houses of children.”

Despite her activities with the federation and 
the Assembly Study Club (for which she was once 
fittingly chosen to portray the queen at an Eliza-
bethan tea), it was with the Rebekahs that Al-
ma’s success gained speed. She was appointed as 
Assembly Conductor and asked to serve as Inside 
Guardian during the session at Saginaw. This was 
an esteemed honor of enough importance for 
page one of the Petoskey Evening News. 

She climbed up another rung in June at the 
federation and was made first vice president. This 
was the year the federation accepted the Emmet 
County Equal Suffrage Association to the mem-
bership. 
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In October, she debuted her 
new post as Inside Guard-
ian in Saginaw. This honor, 
according to an article in 
the Oct. 13, 1916, edition of 
the Petoskey Evening News, 
is “five steps up in her work 
and presents evidence that 
Mrs. Critchell’s work has 
been recognized by the as-
sembly officials.” 

For the next year, Alma 
balanced her time between 
the Rebekah Lodge and the 
Petoskey FWC. In January, 
she became district deputy 
president of the former. In 
May, she gave an address 
on civil service during a 
“war aid” themed federation 
meeting. 

In June, she gained a men-
tion in the annual report 
of the FWC, “Work of Mrs. 
Critchell: Mrs. Critchell, 
chairman of the civil ser-
vice reform committee of 
the Eleventh congressional 
district, has done much 
toward the development of 
the subject by sending out 
suggestive programs and 
questions to the numerous 
clubs in this district.”

War help continued that 
year as Alma was drafted 
as chairman of the wom-
en’s auxiliary committee 
of the Liberty Loan. (It is 
important to note here that 
all other committees of the 

As president of the Petoskey Federation of Women’s Clubs, Alma is 
a featured speaker at this May 16, 1918 Woman Suffrage Conference 
held at the Methodist Episcopal Church.
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Liberty Loan were made up 
of men. Alma, in essence, was 
chosen by these men to lead the 
women.)

That October, at the Rebekah 
assembly in St. Joseph, Alma 
was appointed marshal. Ac-
cording to the article in the 
Petoskey Evening News, “This 
is the highest appointive office 
in the Michigan assembly.” She 
“also received the nomination 
for warden, the first of three 
elective offices for next year and 
will probably be elected at the 
next annual meeting.”

All of Alma’s leadership expe-
rience culminated when she 
earned such a high office in the 
Rebekah Lodge and was also 
elected president of the Peto-
skey Federation of Women’s 
Clubs for two years in a row 
— the two years when war and 
suffrage were top news. 

In February of 1919, though, 
Alma had a serious operation 
and was out of commission 
for a time. During a Petoskey 
FWC meeting in June, Emma 
Baker so moved: “The Federa-
tion send Mrs. Critchell a note 
of thanks for her two years of 
faithful service and express to 
her the love and sympathy of 
the Federation for her in her 
hour of anxiety.”

Alma rallied and served as a 
Rebekah delegate that summer 

a few times; she also gave an 
address at a lodge picnic and 
during one meeting for the 
installation of new officers. It 
was said, “Mrs. WG Critchell, 
vice-president, was present 
and her address was one of the 
many pleasant special parts of 
the program.”

But she was again taken seri-
ously ill in April of 1920. She 
managed to participate in only 
a few events that year. 

On Nov. 19, 1920, a headline of 
the Petoskey Evening News read, 
“Rebekahs honor Mrs. Critch-
ell. State Assembly president 
guest of honor at big party 
Thursday PM. Harbor Springs, 
Levering, Pellston and Boyne 
City Lodges are invited guests.” 

It reported, “250 guests came 
to honor Alma Long Critchell, 
who has been elected to the of-
fice of president of the Rebekah 
assembly of Michigan. Wm. G. 
Critchell, grand junior warden 
of the Grand Encampment of 
Michigan, said he ‘realizes that 
he is a mere speck and for this 
year at least will be known only 
as the president’s husband.’ 
Alma chooses for her year’s 
work the slogan ‘Let us lose no 
opportunity to practice true 
fraternity.’”

Two years later, on March 23, 
1922, Alma died unexpectedly 
at the age of 51 at her home. 


