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Marguerite Hanna Reusch

A patriotic go-getter

Marguerite Reusch came to Petoskey 
in 1900 with her husband, J. Frederick Reusch, just 
after the two married in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Mr. 
Reusch was employed here as a watchmaker, but 
the big city of South Bend called, offering him a 
job down there, which he accepted. 

Six years later, Mr. Will Searle, owner of the Little 
Will’s Jewelry Store, wooed him back. This time, 
he and Marguerite arrived with their daughter, 
Elizabeth. (As one who had left Petoskey before 
for a short time, this writer suspects it didn’t take 
much convincing. After all, they had a family to 
raise, now.)

The family settled into a home on Harvey Street 
and soon had another addition to the Reusch fam-
ily, a boy, little Frederick, born in August 1908. 

As was customary for many in Petoskey at this 
time, the Reusches had family come to stay for the 
summer. That summer, 1909, Marguerite’s moth-
er and sister, Martha and Mary Hanna, were the 
lucky ones.  (J. Frederick’s sister, Lillian Reusch, 
was also a frequent guest of their home.)
Martha Hanna, Marguerite’s mother, was a 
member of the Daughters of the American Rev-
olution, or D.A.R., in Fort Wayne. This patriotic 
women’s service group with a focus on history 
(a new member had to prove their lineal descent 
from a patriot of the American Revolution), ed-
ucation, and patriotism was just over a decade 

old at that time. In February of 1910, an item in 
the newspaper revealed that the Hanna women 
had been busy during their visits, “Enough la-
dies have filled out applications for membership 
for a chapter of the D.A.R. here. Mrs. Reusch 
has been contacted by the state regent, who will 
come to Petoskey to meet the ladies.”

This photo of Marguerite Reusch is courtesy of Vance Reusch
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Two months later, on April 13, 1910, 
the Pe-to-se-ga chapter of D.A.R. was 
organized, with Marguerite elected 
as regent. The meeting was held at 
the Presbyterian church, which was 
adorned with American flags, pic-
tures of George Washington, ferns, 
flowers, and even a first-birthday 
cake decorated in red, white and blue 
with the initials D.A.R. on the top. 

From the Petoskey Record,  “The new 
chapter starts out with 15 members 
and the credit for the organization is 
entirely due to the efforts of the first 
regent of the chapter, Mrs. Reusch, 
who gave time, energy and thought 
to the work, assisting many of the 
ladies to make out their papers. 
“Mrs. Reusch was a member of 
the Mary Penrose Wayne chapter 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and her 
lineal descent is most interesting. 
She was a daughter of Samuel 
Telford Hanna and granddaugh-
ter of Samuel Hanna, who was 
intimately connected with the early history of 
Fort Wayne, having been a judge of the circuit 
court, a member of the state senate for three 
years and the house one year.…”
“On the maternal side, Mrs. Reusch is eligible 
to the Founders and Patriots, Society Colonial 
Wars, and Colonial Dames. … She also claims 
her descent from the Pease, Vassail and Adams 
families, who came in the ship Fortune to 
Plymouth, Mass. in 1621.”

Marguerite, as regent, got right to work on the 
preserving and recognition of historical figures. 
The first item on this D.A.R. chapter’s list was 
to erect a memorial for the forgotten grave of 
Chief Ignatius Petoskey. This was accomplished 
two years later on Decoration Day, June 6, 1912. 
A local farmer, Nathan Jarman, donated a 

boulder which was moved from his farm to the 
grave site and unveiled by Marguerite herself.

All this time, Marguerite was quite active with 
the D.A.R.’s. She shared lineage books with the li-
brary so anyone could use them, attended regular 
meetings, welcomed and hosted visiting D.A.R. 
members and worked to acquire new members. 

In 1913, Marguerite was appointed as a delegate 
of the local chapter to attend the continental con-
gress at Washington D.C. A year later, she attend-
ed the annual meeting of the state chapter in Ka-
lamazoo. At this event, she was accepted into the 
“ex-Regent’s Club of Michigan,” which, according 
to an article in the Petoskey Evening News, “is the 
only other similar club outside of Boston, Mass., 
and is attracting a great deal of attention from all 
over the United States.” 

This photo of Marguerite Reusch is courtesy of Vance Reusch
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As if Marguerite was not busy enough, in Septem-
ber of 1915, she added another D.A.R. chapter to 
her resume when she was elected vice regent of the 
state’s Bay View chapter. The effort of this branch 
of the D.A.R. was to welcome the scores of mem-
bers who came “up north” for the summer and to 
allow them a chapter in which to belong in their 
home away from home.

The next year, perhaps following a template of the 
D.A.R.’s dedication of the Chief Petoskey me-
morial, Marguerite again led her chapter in the 
dedication of a native rock boulder in Arlington 
Park. The plaque reads, “This boulder marks the 

old Indian trail between Mackinaw City to Grand 
Rapids used from time immemorial by the Huron, 
Ottawa, Chippewa and other tribes. Erected by 
the Pe-to-se-ga chapter, Daughters of the Amer-
ican Resolution, Petoskey, Michigan, 1915.” The 
dedication happened on July 6, 1916, in an event 
following a parade. Marguerite was in charge of 
the ceremonies, which were called “simple and 
impressive.”

By 1917, the aim of the Pe-to-se-ga D.A.R. chapter 
had shifted to helping the Red Cross in war work. 
Marguerite was named chairman of the sewing 
room for the Red Cross. A month later, she and 

Leaving a mark
It was a small thrill for this author who, having just learned about all Marguerite Reusch had 
done, specifically her work with the D.A.R. to erect these two monuments shown, was able 
to go out on a walk into the cemetery and into the town to see them in real life.
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her committee were set to complete the Red Cross 
hospital afghan. The goal for the following year 
was to make coats for airmen out of old gloves, 
fur, or any other soft leather.

Though throughout 1918 and 1919, Margue-
rite’s efforts were mainly pointed at the Red 
Cross, she still had a hand in the Petoskey 
FWC and was elected its secretary for 1919 and 
1920. At an open meeting of that club in June, 
she was one of a few ladies to volunteer to cover 
a shortage in the budget to support French 
orphans to the tune of $6. Marguerite was 
also mentioned in the Petoskey Evening News 
regarding activities of the Assembly Study Club 
and The Woman’s Club in her later years.

Marguerite continued her work with the 
D.A.R. while adding “business owner” to her 
repertoire. In 1920, she opened a coffee house 
and gift store called “The American,” from 
which she served lunch and sold fancy candies, 
gifts and Indian goods. 

Marguerite began having heart problems in the 
middle of 1942 and succumbed to heart failure 
on Feb. 27, 1943, at the age of 72. 

Moving around
There is no doubt Mr. and Mrs. Reusch 
were movers and shakers in Petoskey, 
but mostly, they were movers. In their 
time here, the Reusch family lived at six 
different homes, moving on average every 
three years. Their known addresses were: 
Harvey Street, 119 Mitchell (the Fochtman 
House), 421 Emmet St. (on the corner of 
Emmet and Michigan), 901 Michigan St., 
815 Michigan St. and 430 State St.  
Mr. Reusch moved back to Harvey Street 
(916) after Mrs. Reusch’s death. 




